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Return to

Currahee

A ‘bond
of brothers’
that lasted

a lifetime

BY RANDY SOUTHERLAND
HISTORIC PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE
STEPHENS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Joe Beyrle (left), of Michigan, addresses the
“troops,” including 506th veteran James
Martin of Ohio, during a wreath-laying cer-
emony last October at the Col. Robert E

Sink Memorial, located at the foot of
Currahee Mountain in Toccoa.
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The boys are back

in town.

Today they're a good bit older
and quite a bit slower than those
days in 1942 when they first arrived
by train in the sleepy North Georgia
town of Toccoa. They were soldiers
then—young and strong. They came
to form a new regiment that was
training to take part in the growing
conflict with Hitler's German war
machine.

Now the men of the 506th
Parachute Infantry Regiment (PIR)—

Lt. Col. Robert F. Sink, a 1927 West Point
graduate, activated the 506th Parachute
Infantry Regiment at Camp Gen. Robert
Toombs (later named Camp Toccoa) at
Currahee Mountain, Toccoa, on July 20,
1942. The 506th was a pioneer regiment in
paratrooper basic training—the first regi-
ment composed of men coming directly
from civilian life volunteering for paratroop-
er duty. He put into effect one of the most
rigorous training schedules any unit was
ever required to undergo. Participating with
his regiment in every campaign, he refused
to accept promotions because he wanted
to stay with his men of the 506th.

World War |l veterans of the 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment are flanked by re-enactors
dressed in period uniforms who evoke memories of that historic era .

a part of the famous 101st Air-
borne—have returned to the begin-
ning of their glory, back to the town
where they first came together as a
fighting unit at nearby Camp
Toccoa.

The 9,300 residents of Toccoa
were proud to welcome them back
for their 60th reunion Oct. 2-0.

“These are special people who
have accomplished amazing things
in their lifetimes,” says Cynthia
Brown, director of the local cham-
ber of commerce.
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A former history teacher who
grew up here, Brown readily admits
that she didn't know about the con-
nection between the town and the
soldiers. At least not until they were
made famous by films like “Band of
Brothers” and “Saving Private Ryan.”
Based on the best-selling book by
Stephen E. Ambrose, “Brothers” tells
the story of the 5006th’s FEasy
Company and their exploits. The
“real” Private Ryan—a paratrooper
named Sgt.  Fritz Niland—also
trained at Toccoa. The movie tells

GEORGIA MAGAZINE

(]

Z
iz
I
5
i
=
Z

2







