ERSY RIDER

Ed Bargy inspires motorcycle mania in a hew generation

o il
BY RANDY SOUTHERLAND

LV
G '_ " d Bargy met his destiny on a street in England. It
oL : . o I was the latter half of the swinging '60s, but for
i ! : 5 this American with the U.S Air Force in Europe,
———ew - the real action was on the roadways. His true
G : love was motorcycles and his passion was for speed and
competition.

Britain was big into fashion and rock 'n’ roll, but it
was also the place for young men to learn how to ride
the big cycles. Many Gls caught the fever, but none
more so than Ed.

“Competition was in my blood,” he says today from
his home in Southern Cherokee County, where he oper-

= \ . ates the Ed Bargy Racing School—the oldest, largest
A ¢ __#- and, by most estimates, the best of its kind in America.
: The schools are held at racing venues around the coun-

- o |

try and offer both the novice and more experienced rid-

”“tq-, ; E 5 ers the opportunity to refine skills they can put into
T ~ practice on some of the best tracks in the country.
% &N Students in the school get a glimpse of his passion
: i 5 -, ' for riding and can tap into his vast reservoir of knowl-
e \’éﬁ 4 \\f 2 edge of the best and safest ways to ride motorcycles

Ed Bargy turned a lifelong love of motorcycles into the nation’s pre-  on the street and track. Many topnotch amateur rac-
eminent school for teaching the finer points of riding and racing. ers—such as Conyers resident Mike Smith and Durham,
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N.C., rider Audrey Ghia—first
learned or improved their skills
under his tutelage.

Ed was drawn to motorcycles
and racing naturally. He always
liked speed and competition,
whether it was water skiing or
racing boats, go-carts, bicycles or
even metal slot cars. In England,
motorcycle racing had a long and
distinguished history; in fact, men
had been racing through the
streets since before World War 1.

He joined a cycle club and
soon found that he had another

Students at the Ed Bargy Racing School in Cherokee County receive expert and hands-on
instruction in the right way to ride.

talent as well: Ed was very good at instructing others on  which one—Dbut that didn’t last long.

what he had learned about the sport. In Europe, he “I was riding the special sport bike with clip-ons
took the mandatory riding course and soon found him- [convention handlebars] and everything and they were
self teaching other airmen how to ride. It was a critical all on choppers [custom bikes with extended handlebars

turning point in his life.

a la the movie “Easy Rider”],” he remembers. “They said,

In the early '70s, out of the military and back in the ‘You don't fit, dude.” ‘OK, I'm out of here.”
States, Bargy continued to pursue his passion for motor- When he returned to his hometown of Rochester,
cycles. He joined a motorcycle gang—he won't say N.Y., in the early '70s, one of the first things he did was
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